
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 28th June – Sunday 4th July 

 

Prayers for Monday 28th June to Sunday 4th July 

Monday 

Reading – Psalm 66 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. 

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies 
cringe before you. 

 
All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of your 

name.” 
Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind! 

 
He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on foot - come, let us 

rejoice in him. 
He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations - let not the rebellious rise up 

against him. 
 

Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 
he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping. 

 

For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 

You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs. 
 

You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to 
a place of abundance. 

I will come to your temple with burnt offerings and fulfil my vows to you - 

vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke when I was in trouble. 
 

I will sacrifice fat animals to you and an offering of rams; I will offer bulls and goats. 
Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me. 

 

I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. 

If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
 

but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. 

Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 
 

Thank you Lord God that you do listen when we pray and that you hear every word we 
say. May we, like the psalmist, not only talk to you in prayer, but also to tell everyone we 

meet and those we talk to about what you have done for us so that they too can see how 
amazing and awesome you are. Help us to cherish you in our hearts, our minds and our 

souls, and, as we do so, thank you that we can know that you will then accept our prayers 
and continue to show us your love. Praise be to you Lord God – our Rock and our 

Salvation Amen 

 

 



Tuesday  

Reading – Ezekiel Chapter 34, verses 11 to 16 

“‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after 

my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of 
clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the 

countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of 
Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good 

pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie 
down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I 
will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen 
the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  

Lord God, you are the true Shepherd of your people. Thank you that you search for those 
who are lost to you and bring them back. Help us to be your eyes and ears on earth and 

do our bit to bring the strays back to you now. Thank you that, even though we all feel 
weak in this current situation, we know that you do strengthen us and will keep us going. 
You shepherd your flock with justice – may we do likewise here on earth for you and with 

you and in you. You search for your sheep and you look after them – thank you for looking 
after us. May we now also look after your people on earth. Thank you for always being 

there for us, no matter what is happening in our lives, and in the world. You are the 
Sovereign Lord, and yet we know we can and do have a personal relationship with you 

through your Son Jesus Christ. Thank you, Lord God, that you an approachable God – we 
come to you now and rest in your loving arms. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday 

Reading – Psalm 119, verses 105 to 112 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws. 
 

I have suffered much preserve my life, LORD, according to your word.  
Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me your laws. 

 

Though I constantly take my life in my hands, I will not forget your law.  

The wicked have set a snare for me, but I have not strayed from your precepts.  

 

Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.  

My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.  

 
Lord God, your word is a lamp for our feet and light for our path – may it always illuminate 
the path that you want us to take, and may we see that light and follow the right path in 

faith. Help us to follow your laws in our lives, and help us, no matter what else might be 
happening, to not forget them in our everyday lives. Your laws and your decrees are our 

joy and our hearts are yours. Help us, as the psalmist says, to keep our hearts set on 
keeping your decrees to the very end. Amen 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 9, verses 1 to 13 

Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. Some men brought to 
him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 

man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” At this, some of the teachers of the law said 
to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do 
you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go 
home.” Then the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were filled 

with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man. 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was 

having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him 
and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire 

mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Lord Jesus you had ultimate authority on earth and you now have ultimate authority in 
heaven with your Father God. Because of that we can know that you are always 

interceding for us and we can know for sure that we will always be welcome in heaven. 
Thank you that, through the calling of Matthew, you showed that everyone is welcome in 
the kingdom of heaven because you didn’t see the tax collector that everyone else saw, 

you saw the man and his heart. You called him, despite the world thinking he was 
unsavable because of his job. You called him, and he left his job and followed you. May 

we also do as Matthew did, and follow you, no matter what it might mean leaving 
behind. We know we are sinners, but we also know that through you we can and are 

made healthy once more. Thank you Lord Jesus for being our heavenly doctor – may we 
now follow you and do you work here on earth.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 

Reading – Luke 19, verses 1 to 10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus 
was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus 

reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 
must stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All 

the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But 
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back 
four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” 

 Lord Jesus, as we read the story of Zacchaeus, we can see, once more, how you turned 
the world on its head. Yet again you go to have a meal with someone that everyone else 

saw as only a sinner and unsavable. But you saw the man and, by seeing the man, you 
changed his life completely. May we now see that when you see us, you see the person 
and not the sin, and may that knowledge completely change our lives too. We are your 

clay, and you are the potter – shape us in your image and make us all that you want us to 
be. Amen 

 

 

Saturday – Thomas the Apostle 

Reading – John Chapter 20, verses 24 to 29 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Lord Jesus, thank you for Thomas. Whenever we have doubts, we can see in Thomas that 
we are not the first. But as you came to Thomas and showed him your wounds, so you 

come to us and, through your word, you show us your life, your death and your 
resurrection. Because of that we can see what you have done for us and why we have 
faith in you. Help us to keep our faith strong, no matter what is happening in this world, 

and through that faith, bless us as we believe in you. Amen 

 



Sunday 

Reading – 2 Corinthians 12, verses 2 to 10 

 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know - God knows. And I 
know that this man -whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 
knows - was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is 

permitted to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except 
about my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I 

would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted 
by what I do or say, or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order 

to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he 

said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Lord Jesus, we are weak but, like Paul, we can know that your power is made perfect in 
that weakness. Help us to not crave strength, but rather to be pleased to be weak in you, 
knowing that you will use that weakness for your power. Help us to do your work and not 

be afraid to show our weaknesses to others as we do so, and through that weakness, may 
we bring more and more people to you. We are weak, but your power is made perfect in 

that weakness – thank you Lord Jesus that you use us no matter what. You are our Lord 
and Saviour and we come to you weak, but strong in you. Amen 

 

 


